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attend a service of thanksgiving for his accession to power,
in the official Church of Santa Maria degli Angeli, and all
except the King were afterwards to march to the Piazza
di Venezia to kneel before the Unknown Warrior's
tomb. This was not the first time that Mussolini had tried
to bring religion to his support and to suggest a desire to
work with the Vatican. Only the year before at the
unveiling of the Unknown Warrior's memorial in Milan
Cathedral, Mussolini had asked the then Cardinal Ratti if
he might bring his Blackshirts to the Cathedral, and the
Cardinal had gladly accepted and given them a place of
honour.
About this time, Prince Andrew of Greece came to
Rome to thank the Pope for the latter's efforts which,
combined with those of King George of England, had
saved Prince Andrew from execution in Athens.
Early in the next year the leaders of Catholic Action
were received by Mussolini, and at the same time the
news came that Monsignor Filippi, the Apostolic Delegate,
had been turned out of Mexico. If there were signs of
peace in Italy, there were just as many signs of trouble in
Catholic Mexico. In February, the Pope took an oppor-
tunity to send another letter, this time to the Cardinal
Vicar, appealing again for peace. The Pope pointed out
that conditions were everywhere worse, and commented
on the refusal of Germans to work in the French Occupied
Areas.
Many papers immediately pointed out that the Pope
was shirking taking sides, and was falling back on religion,
to which Rome replied: "God can not be asked to give
direct evidence of His work just to please newspaper
reporters."